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make decisions of war and peace. In ad-
dition to his most famous book, ‘“War
and Presidential Power: A Chronicle of
Congressional Surrender,” he also co-
authored a textbook for high school
students called ‘‘Our Constitution and
What It Means.”” Most of all, you could
see the pleasure he took from simply
being here.

Above all, Tom Eagleton loved his
family, his home State of Missouri, and
the St. Louis Cardinals. At one point
he even considered applying to become
the Commissioner of Major League
Baseball, but he couldn’t give up his
Senate seat as long as Missouri had a
Republican Governor to appoint his
successor.

This January, Tom celebrated his 50-
year anniversary with his wonderful
wife Barbara. Together they raised two
children, Terence and Christy, and
three grandchildren. Tom Eagleton was
the quintessential family man. He
never stopped giving. He gave his life
to serving his State and his country,
and when he died he left instructions
that his body was to be given to Wash-
ington University for medical research.

Senator Tom Eagleton lived a full
and remarkable life, and all of his col-
leagues and all the country will miss
him dearly. He died with no regrets.
“My ambition,” he said, ‘‘since my sen-
ior year in high school was to be a Sen-
ator.”

Not everybody achieves their ambi-
tion. Tom Eagleton actually did a lot
more than that. He achieved his own
ambitions and earned the love and en-
during respect of millions. Along the
way, he inspired so many of us, not
least of all the no-longer-freshman
Senator from Massachusetts who, 23
years later, rises sadly and proudly to
pay tribute to the man who once gave
up his seniority but never gave up his
principles.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Alaska is recognized.

——
2007 NCAA RIFLE CHAMPIONSHIPS

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to report the 2007 National Col-
legiate Men’s and Women’s Rifle Cham-
pionships will be held in Fairbanks, AK
on March 9 and 10. Forty-eight student-
athletes will participate in this excit-
ing competition.

Although rifle is relatively new as an
NCAA sport, 44 colleges and univer-
sities now sponsor rifle teams. Nation-
wide, hundreds of student-athletes
compete in this sport. These young
men and women are tremendously
skilled—to score a bull’s-eye in the
smallbore competition, for instance,
shooters must strike a target the size
of the period at the end of this sen-
tence. Remarkably, they are able to
consistently hit this mark from a dis-
tance of 50 feet.

Like more traditional sports, rifle
has a positive impact on its partici-
pants. Marsha Beasley, the former head
coach of West Virginia University’s
team, once observed: ‘‘Rifle provides a
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wonderful opportunity to learn many
life skills such as self-discipline, con-
centration, the ability to relax under
pressure, goal-setting, sportsmanship
and teamwork.” Just as important,
rifle teaches participants how to han-
dle guns in a safe, responsible manner.
It is also one of the few sports where
men and women compete against each
other as equals.

Rifle competition has a great history
in our State, and Alaskans are honored
the NCAA has chosen Fairbanks as this
yvear’s host. The timing of this event is
particularly fitting—2007 marks the
70th anniversary of the University of
Alaska Fairbanks’ first rifle team.

Over the years, UAF has found great
success in this sport. The university is
the NCAA’s reigning rifle champion
and has claimed the national title in 7
of the past 8 years. Since 1988, 39
Nanooks have been selected as All-
Americans in rifle. Seven of these com-
petitors have won individual rifle
championships.

Rifle’s popularity is also apparent
throughout our state. Today, Fair-
banks is one of several Alaska cities
with a robust rifle community, and
many high schools in our state now
sponsor rifle teams as well.

Mr. President, while I will be rooting
for the home team, the University of
Alaska Fairbanks, I wish each partici-
pant the best in this competition. The
names of each team and individual se-
lected for the 2007 National Collegiate
Men’s and Women’s Rifle Champion-
ships are as follows:

Team Qualifiers: Jacksonville State Uni-
versity, Murray State University, Texas
Christian University, United States Military
Academy, United States Naval Academy,
University of Alaska Fairbanks, University
of Kentucky, University of Nebraska.

Individual Qualifiers (Smallbore Three-Po-
sition): Matthew Hamilton—United States
Military Academy, Lee Lemenager—Univer-
sity of Nevada, Reno, Layne Lewis—Univer-

sity of Alaska Fairbanks, Jennifer
Lorenzen—University of Mississippi,
Meghann Morrill—University of Nevada,

Reno.

Individual Qualifiers (Air Rifle): Erica
Burnham—Tennessee Technological Univer-
sity, Wesley Hess—United States Military
Academy, Ashley Jackson—University of
Kentucky, Keegan Singleton—University of
Memphis, Leah Wilcox—University of Texas
at EI Paso, Shannon Wilson—University of
Mississippi.

———
HONORING HERMAN JOSEPH
GESSER III

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I rise
to pay tribute to a staff member who
is, unfortunately, leaving to go back to
Louisiana. I want to spend a few min-
utes talking about his wonderful serv-
ice.

Herman Joseph Gesser came to work
in Washington for 1 year. He is an at-
torney and a very able architect and
thought he would come and work here
for the Louisiana delegation to con-
tribute to our State and to learn the
ways of Washington in public service.
Ten years later, he is still here. We are
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sad to see him return to Louisiana, but
family responsibilities and duties call
him home.

He has been projects director and
general counsel of my office now for 9
years. He has served with diligence and
dedication, honesty, integrity, and cre-
ativity. He is truly one of the most
sought after and popular members of
the Senate staff. He has worked on
transportation projects. He has been an
expert on Corps of Engineers projects,
someone whom both Republican and
Democratic staffers trust to give them
just the facts, give it to them straight,
and give it to them quickly.

I laugh and say everybody in Lou-
isiana needs a Bubba on their staff. I
sure have had a very special Bubba on
my staff for all these many years, as he
is called and referred to kindly and in
a very friendly way.

Bubba has served the people of his
home parish, New Iberia Parish, with
distinction. He has done some extraor-
dinary work, as I said, in the area of
transportation. He is going to be
missed.

He really is a true example of selfless
service. He could be, Mr. President—as
you know, many of our staff could
make a great deal more money, par-
ticularly in his case with the double
degrees he has as a lawyer and an ar-
chitect. But yet for 10 years, he has
chosen to serve and stay through the
challenges of Katrina and Rita where
his talents and abilities were called on
literally daily and was one of the go-to
people I counted on to give me facts, to
give them to me quickly so I could ad-
vocate more effectively on behalf of
the 4.5 million people in Louisiana and
the millions of people who live in the
gulf coast area.

I wanted to publicly recognize Her-
man Joseph Gesser, a citizen of Lou-
isiana and a great servant to the people
of our State in such a time of need.

I know his father is very proud of
him. I know his mother, who just
passed away last year, still continues
to give him blessings from Heaven, and
that his extended family and many
friends are very grateful to him for the
support he has given to us all these
many years.

His homecoming in south Louisiana
will be greeted with fanfare by his
hometown, but it will be a great loss to
the Landrieu staff in Washington, DC.

————

RECOGNIZING FIRST ROBOTICS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my
privilege to recognize the outstanding
achievements of today’s youth in
science and engineering. On March 27, 1
am pleased to join with the city of Las
Vegas in welcoming the FIRST Robot-
ics, FRC, Regional Competition to Ne-
vada.

FIRST was founded in 1989 through
the vision of inventor Dean Kamen to
inspire interest and participation in
science and technology. As a result of
his leadership, FIRST has grown into
one of the leading robotics competi-
tions in the entire country. This
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